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_____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 
 
The SAG RAG is published by the Shasta Area Grotto of the National Speleological Society. Grotto meetings are held at different locations on 
the fourth Friday of each month at 7:30 p.m. Meeting locations are announced in the SAG RAG. Membership dues are $5 dollars per year and 
include newsletter subscription. Original material not otherwise noted is copyright to the SAG RAG. Such material may be copied with credit 
given to the author and the SAG RAG. For use outside of the caving community, please seek the permission of the author or editor first. Send 
material for publication any time to Bighorn Broeckel, 2916 Deer Meadows Road, Yreka, CA 96097 or <caverbill@live.com>. For more on 
SAG, check the web site at <http://www.caves.org/grotto/sag>. 
_____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

 

 
CAVER CALENDAR 2019 
 
January 18-20 SAG Lava Beds cave trip. Contact Liz Wolff, especially re: government shut-
down 
 

Map to Meetings 

 

 
 
 
 

Map to Meeting 
 

January 
 

 
 
SAG RAG SUMMARY  By Bighorn Broeckel 
 

SAG RAG SUMMARY  

Brace yourself for the most boring SAG RAG ever. The October meeting minutes is the high 

point. Read the draft newly revised grotto constitution and try not to gag. This actually 

represents hard work at multiple constitutional conventions over the last year or so. One 

expected change on the draft is to have formal grotto meetings every other month. Keep 

that in mind as you mark to approve the draft. If you have other changes or comments for 

consideration, please write them out to the executive committee on the lines provided on the 

ballot. Please return your completed ballots, voting once for each office. Member couples 

can share ballots. Vote soon. When ready, snip, fold, tape, and mail to Doug Viner. Thank-

you for your attention to this most fascinating special grotto business issue of the RAG.  BB 
 



SAG RAG Nov-Dec 2018 Vol 37  Num 6  

 

3

 

                        Oct 26, 2018 Shasta Area Grotto Meeting  
 
 

The meeting was called to order at 8:10 pm at Steve’s in McCloud.  
 
Present were Steve Hobson, Melanie Jackson, Dave Smith, Jim and Liz Wolff, and guests CJ & Kit 
Mckinley. We were joined by guests from the Siskiyou Land Trust for caving on Saturday.  
 

Minutes: The minutes of the September meeting were accepted as corrected.  
 
Treasurer’s Report: The treasury has a balance of $ 1,125.  
 
Listserv: No report. 
 
Website and E-RAG:  The new SAG RAG is on the webpage. 
 
SAG RAG Report: There is lots of material for the next issue. The Executive Committee documents 
may go out as a separate mailing. 
 
Correspondence: 
 
We received an email from Bob Hoke at NSS, soliciting ads for the new members manual.  

San Cuenca is in the latest Bat Chat newsletter; Liz has the link. 

Bill Franz reported that Avalanche Cave is open. 

Joe Molter, a charter member of SAG, sent an old picture of a cave near Redding. 

Glen Everest, another of the charter members of SAG, lost his home in the Carr Fire. 

Kim Luper of OHDG proposed a combined Western and Northwest meeting for Labor Day next year. 
 
Calendar: 
 
Dec 7 SAG meeting 7:30 pm at Smith’s in Chico. We will be nominating next year’s officers at the 

meeting, and setting up 2019 meeting dates. Caving Sat. 
 
Old Business: 
 
The proposed revisions to the Constitution, Bylaws, and Conservation Statement will be in the next SAG 
RAG or in a special edition.  

Doug sent a review of the SAG/SAR rescue practice. For this one cavers joined two SAR teams on a 
patient handling exercise in Pluto’s Cave. The practice went well, and SAR members helped us with 
picking up the small amount of trash the cave accumulated since our last cleanup. We found a 5” 
tarantula on a ledge about eye level, which spooked a couple of people, but isn’t native and had the 
appearance of being rubber. Both teams succeeded in finding the victim and carrying “her” through some 
of the difficult parts of the cave at a good pace.   

Sam Cuenca reported that new bolts will be installed at Barnum Cave, of a different design than the ones 
that were removed. 
 

New Business: None. 
 
Trip Reports: 
 
Liz and Jim visited Fuzzy Bunny, which is still clear of new trash.  

Dave checked out a large cave in Tehama County and a couple of small ones. 

After the Marbles weekend, CJ and Kit visited Lava Beds and later Pluto’s Cave.  

 
The meeting was adjourned at 8:45 pm. 
David Smith, SAG Secretary DS 
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The Chair Creaks . . . 
 

Hello SAG. The Shasta Area Grotto was formed in 1982. In all the years since, there has been 
only one occasion to make a change to the constitution. But events have moved ahead of those 
simpler times and require amending the constitution and bylaws to reflect some of those 
changes. 
 

For the past six months the executive committee has been working on changes to the 
membership application, our statement of conservation and ethics, and latest, to the constitution 
and bylaws. These revisions grew out of a need to update membership data and address the 
electronic transmission (sharing on Facebook) of data, photos and the usually unseen, but still 
present, electronic locational data. The membership application and Conservation and Ethics 
statement are finished with one revision suggested and adopted at the coast meeting. 
 

The constitution and bylaws are something that the entire grotto will need to consider and vote 
on under the existing provisions, although electronic voting will be allowed. A few changes grew 
into a complete overhaul combining the constitution, bylaws and officers duties into one 
document. The result is a document sorted into sections, with an historical reference moved 
from a constitutional provision to a footnote. Clarification was made to the combined office of 
Secretary/Treasurer if we choose, or need, to combine the two. The nomination process for 
officers was expanded and electronic voting provisions inserted. Membership requirements and 
categories were defined. Expulsion of members and the process to petition against expulsion 
were added and defined. 
 

A clause on the NSS ethic and tax exempt status was added. If and when SAG disbands, the 
NSS-recommended disposition of any assets remaining after all bills are paid was added. And 
finally the section on amending the constitution was expanded and clarified. 
 

Everyone on who receives the SAG RAG will be able to review and comment on the proposed 
constitutional changes, with a four week window to send comments to an appointed Teller. After 
constructive comments have been reviewed the final document will be sent out to the 
membership under the standing (current) constitution and bylaws. The new constitution will only 
be adopted if the vote is in favor of it. We do hope to hear from all of you on these changes. And 
don't forget to vote when the ballots appear. LW 
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